
I have had a hard time writing 

this piece. I thought I knew what 

I wanted to say, what I wanted to 

share, how I wanted to talk 

about the call to love alongside 

things that we know about the 

economy, history, 

psychology, sociology and public 

policy.  But the words just 

wouldn’t come. Not in a way that 

felt right.  

Then yesterday - my deadline, I 

received word that a student I 

had met through my work with a 

local campus ministry had died 

by suicide.   

That student was 

transgendered. Their 

pronouns were they, 

them their.  They were 

in their junior year of 

study in information 

science. They lived in 

an intentional 

Christian community 

affiliated with another 

campus ministry, 

housed in a former church 

parsonage off campus.  

I met them through an effort to 

reframe the leadership of the 

United Methodist campus 

ministry at UMD College Park in 

2019. This would have been in 

the wake of the special called 

general conference at which our 

denomination not only failed 

to become a more inclusive, 

loving witness to God in the 

world, we tightened the rules to 

become more draconian.  This 

student was struggling to be part 

of a ministry that was clearly not 

able to fully accept who they had 

been created as by a God who 

makes no mistakes.  

(I can hear some of you quibbling 

with that last sentence. You are 

right. I am stating a scientific and 

theological position with which 

some will disagree. But hear me 

out…)  

Receiving the news of their 

death, I was reminded of how 

our witness to our LGBTQIA+ 

siblings in Christ as United 

Methodists this day is flawed. If 

we believe that we are sanctified 

by Jesus’ death and resurrection, 

if we believe in the promise of 

eternal life, how is it that we are 

not ALL IN to love everyone no 

matter what? How is it that our 

lives’ work is not to make sure 

people of all walks of life are 

cared for, whole and well? That 

is the Kingdom of God. That is 

the beloved community.   

This brings me to the other hard 

topic we are carrying right now.   

Beloved, we are in the middle of 

a societal awakening about race 

and racism. Maybe it is yet 

another awakening; having 

lived through the Civil Rights 

movement, perhaps as a 

society we thought we had set 

things right. But the COVID 

pandemic has highlighted the 

stark disparities in 

health care access, 

wealth, job training and 

security, housing 

stability, educational 

resources and so much 

more.    

And if we believe that 

we are called to love 

our neighbor…if we 
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believe we are even called to love our enemy, why 

are we not on fire to do something about all of that 

disparity that causes suffering and pain? I have 

heard the call to deal with one issue at a time in our 

community.   

Well then, let’s deal with how we are called to love.   

Because LOVE will change the way we approach 

the world. LOVE will change the way we seek to 

connect with God and one another.  LOVE will 

become the lens through which we see the work 

that needs to be done. 

I’ve just finished Bishop Michael Curry’s book Love 

is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times. It is 

a feel-good reminder of our call to do the hard 

work of loving one another.  And let’s be clear that 

“to love” is indeed hard work:  

When Jesus talked about love, he was talking about a 

commitment and a way of life. Emotions come and 

go.  But when Jesus of Nazareth tells the parable of the 

Good Samaritan, the love he’s demonstrating is a 

determination and commitment to do what is best and 

right and good, as well as you can figure it out, for the 

other. Jesus didn’t say “like your enemies.” Because 

you don’t have to like them – you only have to love 

them. You’ve got to keep your commitment to seek the 

common good and figure out what “good” looks like for 

each relationship, even the ones with people you’d 

rather not have over for dinner. (Curry, 205)  

I am reminded of the conversation we have found 

ourselves in at Faith. Will be we inclusive? And by 

inclusive, I do not just mean our door will be 

open.  Will we be willing to center voices that are 

not like our dominant voices, will we listen to 

understand, and will we consider the ways we 

might shape ministry to be a source of light and 

peace for people different than us? Are we willing 

to reconcile – to co-exist in harmony? And not just 

co-exist, but to work together with the best of our 

diverse selves to be the beloved community? Are 

we willing to love one another, no matter what?  

 A conversation about inclusion is a conversation 

about love.    

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he 

said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to 

him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 

there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your strength, and with all your mind; and your 

neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have 

given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” (Luke 

10: 25 – 28)  

I pray we figure out how to love so that we can fully 

live.  

May it be so. Amen.  

Pastor Laura 

FROM PASTOR LAURA (CONTINUED) 
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How do we begin to thank Steve Wege for all his service 

to Faith UMC during the many years he served as Chair 

of Faith’s Board of Trustees?  Steve has been a tireless 

and faithful servant and has accomplished so much with 

the Trustees, much of the time behind the scenes.  We 

are so grateful to him for his leadership and his care for 

our church property.  

Below are just a few highlights of all the projects that 

were completed during Steve's tenure as Chair of the 

Board of Trustees.  And these are just the big, visible 

things.  And each of those big things involved countless 

meetings and phone calls with contractors for 

estimates, coordination and oversight.  

There are too many little things to name – dealing with 

leaking plumbing, changing light bulbs in tricky places, 

using the wet vac to deal with unexpected flooding, 

digging ditches, making every effort to keep people 

comfortable on Sunday mornings by pulling the drapes 

& varying the temperature, clearing out storm drains, 

running to Home Depot, tinkering with temperamental 

electrical outlets, etc.  Ask him about the time he used 

his golf ball retriever from the balcony to capture a 

mylar balloon on the Sanctuary ceiling! 

Steve, we cannot thank you enough for all of your 

service and the sunny attitude with which you 

served.  Please join us in extending your thanks to 

Steve! 

Nancy Kuhn, Chair, Church Council 

Chuck Spencer, Lay Leader 

Belinda Tilley, Lay Leader 

THANK YOU, STEVE WEGE—TRUSTEE EMERITUS 

Improved the 

drainage in the back 

of the building 

(anyone remember 

Lake Faith?!) 

Replaced our church 

sign – after nearly 15 

years of the Trustees 

wrestling that project 

to the ground 

Improved our office 

entrance by 

installing 

handicapped 

accessible doors and 

a new awning 

Oversaw the sale of 

the Smoketree Road 

property and signed 

many leases for both 

our residential 

properties over the 

years 

Replaced the chiller, 

the air handlers and 

leaky valves in the 

boiler room 

Oversaw the 

installation of all 

new energy efficient 

lighting throughout 

the building 

Installed over 55 

new energy efficient 

windows 

Procured and 

oversaw the 

installation of a new 

kitchen refrigerator, 

stove and range 
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 LOVE IS LOVE IS LOVE 

The LOAM (Love One Another, a 

Ministry of Justice and Inclusion) 

ministry, an activity encouraged by 

Faith’s Outreach Team, has chosen 

the theme “Love is Love is Love” for 

the month of February.  The 

statement, “love is love is love” is a 

phrase meaning that the love 

expressed by an individual or 

couple is valid regardless of sexual 

orientation or gender identity. 

Consider Song of Solomon 8:6-7 

6 Set me as a seal upon your heart, 

    as a seal upon your arm; 

for love is strong as death, 

    passion fierce as the grave. 

Its flashes are flashes of fire, 

    a raging flame. 
7 Many waters cannot quench 

love, 

    neither can floods drown it. 

If one offered for love 

    all the wealth of one’s 

house, 

    it would be utterly scorned. 

Indeed!  LOAM was created by 

Faith’s church leadership with 

a broad mission: (a) to foster 

understanding of the call 

toward full inclusion and 

reconciliation with the 

LGBTQIA+ community, and (b) 

to respond to the rapidly 

growing awareness in society 

and the church of the need to 

address the systemic nature of 

racial inequities and injustice.” To 

advance the former, the LOAM 

ministry affiliated with the 

Reconciling Ministries Network 

(RMN – www.rmnnetwork.org) as a 

Reconciling Community, joining 

with over 1400 other United 

Methodist churches, colleges, 

campus ministries and other groups 

and over 43,000 individual UMC 

congregants around the world that 

“celebrate God’s gift of diversity 

and value the wholeness made 

possible in community equally 

shared and shepherded by all”, 

welcoming and affirming people of 

every gender identity, gender 

expression, and sexual orientation, 

who are also of every age, race, 

ethnicity, physical and mental 

ability, level of education, and 

family structure, and of every 

economic, immigration, marital, 

social status, and so much more.  

A tall order, indeed! But on the local 

level, the LOAM team is charged 

with continuing the work begun in 

2019 by Faith’s Reconciling Task 

Force to lead the congregation 

through a process of discernment 

about becoming a reconciling 

congregation. To further that effort, 

the LOAM team encourages all 

members of Faith that feel the call 

to commit to the reconciling 

mission and help Faith be more 

reconciling and inclusive to become 

individual Reconciling United 

Methodists (RUMs).  RUMs are the 

backbone of the reconciling 

movement! You can sign up 

as a RUM by following this 

link:  https://rmnetwork.org/

join-us/ which will ensure 

you receive timely updates 

from RMN.  

On the regional level, the 

LOAM team wants to make 

the church aware of the 

Baltimore-Washington Area 

Reconciling United 

Methodists (BWARM).  

Organized in 2004, BWARM 

seeks to affirm lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, and transgender 

people and ensure the full 

participation of people of all 

sexual orientations and 

gender identities in the 

ministry and life of the 

United Methodist Church.  

BWARM meets quarterly, currently 

via Zoom.  See the article on page 

10 of this newsletter for more 

information about BWARM. 

Clyde Ragland 
 

http://www.rmnnetwork.org
https://rmnetwork.org/join-us/
https://rmnetwork.org/join-us/
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For some time, Gina Dawson and Jay Moore, along with our 

content providers, have been working on a new website for 

Faith Church.  We switched over to the Wix.com platform to 

give us more flexibility and options, as well as allow non-coders 

to generate content for the site.  Check it out at https://

www.faithworkshere.com. 

The blue buttons at the top:  You have three new blue buttons 

at the top of the screen.   

• GIVE to access the variety of giving options available. 

• REALM to access our Realm people database.  Some 

folks have already started using Realm where you can update your information, connect to groups and 

events, and more. 

• SEARCH to search out website.  We still have some kinks to work out on this function, but for the most part 

it works. 

Icons at the bottom:  You can click on an icon to call the Church Office, email the Church Office, get directions, 

connect to our Facebook page and connect to our YouTube channel. 

Worship Online:  There are three ways to access our worship experience on Sunday mornings, as well as any 

special services.  All three ways get you to the same page for that day’s worship service.  Just like before, if you’re 

arriving when we’re live at 9:55am, then you will see options to Watch & Chat, Watch on Website, and Watch on 

YouTube.  If you arrive after 11am, then you will see the YouTube video for the service with options for watching 

specific parts below. 

• Main Menu option #1 (the most direct way):  Under Worship, choose from the sub-menu, “Worship This 

Sunday.”   

• Main Menu option #2:  Select Worship from the Main Menu.  You will see the heading “Come.  Let us 

worship the Lord our God!” with a section on Worship and one on Music.  Under the Worship section, click 

on the blue button that says “Worship With Us.” 

• Home page:  Scroll down to the dark brown box that says “Join us for Worship at 10:00am* this Sunday.”  

Click on the blue button that says “Worship With Us.” 

 CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE! 

AMAZONSMILE 

 

Faith UMC is now a participant in the AmazonSmile program which means that Amazon will 

donate to Faith 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases.  If you are an Amazon shopper, you 

can sign up to designate Faith as your AmazonSmile charity by clicking on the link 

below: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-0797401.  Help Faith by signing up today!   

Once you've signed up for AmazonSmile, you need to login to Amazon differently in order 

for Faith to reap the rewards.  Login  to smile. Amazon.com (rather than amazon.com) so 

that Faith receives donations.  Using the Amazon app on your phone?  In that case, go into 

the app, click settings, select AmazonSmile and make sure the setting says "ON."  Questions, 

contact Jan Spencer  at  jspencer@faithworkshere.com. 

https://www.faithworkshere.com
https://www.faithworkshere.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=2SVY7AHPU4XBJ&M=urn:rtn:msg:202012031900080b62e2c053d74dd2ba585371b870p0na&R=1BUKNYZCJHJ8M&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F52-0797401%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=PEFWI1GKPOBAHYDKCUOFTTA31UCA&re
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
http://amazon.com/
mailto:jspencer@faithworkshere.com
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In my first complete 

season serving as 

Artistic Director for 

Strathmore 

Children’s Chorus, we 

planned a concert 

featuring works 

written for children 

exclusively by women 

composers. In the last 

year for which such 

statistics were kept, 

only 5.3 percent of 1,445 concerts worldwide included 

works by women composers.  

Heading into February, Black History Month, NPR’s 

September 2019 article “Why Is American Classical 

Music So White?” (https://www.npr.org/sections/

deceptivecadence/2019/09/20/762514169/why-is-

american-classical-music-so-white) confirms that this 

issue of representation is similarly troubling when 

looking at classical music and African Americans, be 

they composers, conductors, even professional 

performers. 

If General Charles Q. Brown, Jr., Air Force Chief of 

Staff, is right when he says to NPR that “You only 

aspire to what you’ve been exposed to,” (NPR 

interview December 11, 2020), then these issues have 

to make an impact in how Faith Church and I think 

about music and worship, particularly during this 

moment when we as a congregation and we as a 

country are addressing racial inequality, social 

injustice, and systemic racism. 

What you will see in our worship services during 

February is a focus on music from African American 

traditions and composers/arrangers, both in our 

hymns and virtual choir music. Our virtual choir 

anthems in February include an arrangement of the 

spiritual “Steal Away to Jesus” with the text “Show Me 

How to Live Here,” Moses Hogan’s original 

composition “Hear My Prayer,” Robert Ray’s gospel 

piece “He Never Failed Me Yet,” and DC gospel artist’s 

Richard Smallwood’s “Total Praise.” The majority of 

hymns we will lead in February are also spirituals or 

compositions by African American composers.  

On that note about hymns, I am struck by the fact that 

on-line worship has shifted my focus to new versus 

repeated content. Leonard Slatkin, during his years 

leading our DC-based National Symphony Orchestra, 

once told my students during a visit to Landon, “The 

thing about music is that it can always be better, and if 

it cannot be better, it can be different.” As a practical 

matter, balancing new and familiar music keeps our 

faithful volunteer choristers enthused with the 

exploration of new music while encouraging them to 

keep singing with what they know and know that they 

can sing or lead well.  

In light of the new online medium, I have purposefully 

kept repeats to a minimum.  I took the imperative from 

Psalm 96:1 literally in looking to “Sing to the Lord a 

new song.” Our playlist from the past 11 months 

populates our Faith YouTube channel with content 

that has the potential to distinguish our church from 

what others might be doing; this live-stream-only 

worship season keeps us worshipping but also 

exploring a new balance between our “traditions,” 

what streaming worship and virtual music can and 

cannot do, and what our community building and 

spiritual growth during even this time causes us to 

rethink about our church routines. 

Most importantly, this convergence of pandemic, 

virtual music, and moment of social reckoning make 

looking at Faith Church and its music with a lens 

towards growing the representation of who we are 

and who we welcome. 

 

 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

“...IF YOU REALLY WANT TO BE 
INCLUSIVE, YOU HAVE THAT 
FRIEND PLAN THE PARTY AND THE 
MENU WITH YOU, AND YOU COOK 
TOGETHER.” 

Continued on page 7 

https://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2019/09/20/762514169/why-is-american-classical-music-so-white
https://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2019/09/20/762514169/why-is-american-classical-music-so-white
https://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2019/09/20/762514169/why-is-american-classical-music-so-white
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Looking ahead, March will feature hymns and special 

music by women composers, arrangers, and writers. 

That will coincide with a conscious worship music 

planning that integrates more cultures all year long 

into the traditions that make Faith Church proclaim 

music as central to its identity. 

As my friend and colleague Dr. Phillip G. Shoultz III 

told me last August, “Inclusion in music programming 

is like hosting a party. You can pick the one piece of 

music just like you can have that one friend from a 

different background come over and bring a side dish 

or a drink. But if you really want to be inclusive, you 

have that friend plan the party and the menu with you, 

and you cook together.” 

Isn’t that the Christian message? Christ expanded the 

definition of God’s chosen people, and his parables are 

about bringing more people – and people who in their 

time were the marginalized – to God’s table and God’s 

kingdom. If we can do that with signs on our property, 

if we wish to see that in our congregation, we should 

also do that with our music. 

Michael Wu 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
(CONTINUED) 

In the midst of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, 

parishioners from St. 

Michael the Archangel 

Catholic Church in 

Silver Spring are 

leading an interfaith effort to fight hunger.  The 

Ministry for the Poor and Vulnerable provides 

meals and groceries to those in financial need 

who cannot leave their home due to illness and/

or lack of transportation.   

Faith United Methodist members have 

contributed by purchasing grocery items and 

ensuring that they are delivered.  If anyone is 

interested in finding out more, please contact  

me at 410-458-4875 or visit their website 

at  https://www.letusbegin.org/volunteer-

links/. 

Nancy Kneisly, 

Co-Chair, Outreach Team 

CONTINUE TO FIGHT HUNGER 

Continued from page 6 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to this year's Board of Childcare, Quarters for 

Kids collection. Special thanks to Brian Jones for spearheading this annual event.  Brian put 

so much love and care into creating videos and mailings for all the children in our 

congregation.  Although we had to do things a little differently this year, we had amazing 

success, collecting $915.  (That represents 3,660 quarters!)   

 QUARTERS FOR KIDS A BIG SUCCESS 

https://www.letusbegin.org/volunteer-links/
https://www.letusbegin.org/volunteer-links/
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We sent out the message on a Thursday and all of the items needed for 

two Move In Kits were pledged within four days.  And we received 

enough cash donations to completely fund a third kit, Giant grocery 

cards to go with each kit, and two vacuum cleaners.  In addition, I was 

able to purchase potholders, light bulbs and kitchen knives to add to 

each kit. 

 Montgomery Coalition for the Homeless (MCCH) has outplaced 50 

single men from the shelter to permanent housing since the pandemic 

started - and every one of them was given such a kit.  The need is 

ongoing.  For more about MCCH, go to https://mcch.net/. 

 Each year, Martin Luther King Day is designated as a national day of 

service "a day to be on, not a day off."  You all were definitely ON this 

year. I delivered our Move In Kits today.  They went directly to three 

men who were moving from the shelter to rooms in a townhouse in 

Derwood (right next to Mill Creek Parish UMC). Some items we 

provided will be shared, so the ‘extras’ will be held by MCCH to use for 

other moves.  The men helped move items from my van into their new 

home and are now busy unpacking and setting up with the help of 

MCCH staff.  

In addition to thanking all donors, a special thank you to Janice Jones 

and Carol Benson for helping to sort and pack everything in the 

minivan and to Gordon Henley for his patience in moving around 

tables and boxes.  When we focus on helping, we can make our world a 

better place for all.  We have enough to share.  And share you 

did.  Blessings to all.   

Carol Henley 

MLK DAY OF SERVICE: FAITH MET THE CHALLENGE! 

SANCTUARY FACES 

Carol Henley unpacks the housing supplies 

You may have noticed during the Faith UMC online worship 

that a virtual congregation is sitting in the pews.  If you missed 

the first opportunity to “attend”, here is another chance to add 

yourself to the sanctuary.  All you need to do is email a "head 

shot" to Jay Moore, moorejay@verizon.net or Carol Henley, 

cahenley@comcast.net.  Taking the photo using your smart 

phone camera “face forward” will take a better photo than the 

selfie side.  No charge, but feel free to make a small donation to the church.  Let us know where you'd like 

to "sit" either in the choir loft, balcony or pews.  Deadline to submit photos is FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5th. 

https://mcch.net/
mailto:moorej@verizon.net
mailto:cahenley@comcast
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The word "Lent" comes from the old English word for “lengthen,” and refers 

to the lengthening days during the springtime months.  Accordingly, the 

forty-day season of Lent (from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday) is meant 

to be a springtime for the soul, a time set aside by the church to help people 

prepare for the celebration of Easter, the day when God puts death to 

death, and life comes flooding back into the world.  (Salt Project, 2011) 

Faith UMC is preparing our people and one of the ways we are doing that is 

with a “Lent in a Parcel”, not as catchy as Lent in a bag or Lent in a box, but 

these Lent resources are on the move!  We will mail each Faith member, 

couple, family a Lent in a Parcel the second week of February.   

What’s inside you ask? Resources to accompany you on your Lenten 

journey.  Additionally, a small packet of ashes with a drop of oil and a palm 

cross (if you have children, a palm cross for each child) will be included to 

help you prepare for the coming of Easter with reflection.   

Watch for your Lent in a Parcel! 

40 DAYS, NOT COUNTING SUNDAYS 

In the chaos of the COVID-19 pandemic, our Old Farm 

community neighbors have found spiritual care and a 

way to honor a family ritual.  Faith staff was inspired 

recently because of  two personal emails that were 

sent to the office email this past January.  We have 

quoted from their emails so that you may be 

encouraged to use our outdoor areas to perhaps give 

space to your own pain, joy, grief, gratitude, longing, 

forgiveness...and allow for prayer and meditation. 

OLD FARM FINDS MAGICAL PLACE 



Join us every other Wednesday over your 

lunch break as we watch and ponder a short 

film followed by a 15-20 minute discussion.  

Will you join with others in this Small Bite of 

time, opening ourselves to God’s work of 

transformation?    

Here is February’s schedule.  Mark your 

calendar and watch for the link again in What’s 

Working at Faith on Fridays.  Questions?  

Contact Gina Dawson at 

gdawson@faithworkshere.com.  

Join via Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/82811711580?

pwd=VlFROWtQK1Z6WFFZY1BSRnJuTUds

Zz09.  

Wednesday, February 3, 12:30pm: 

“Reclamation of Joy” with José Humphreys. 

Is your worship embodied? Is your trauma 

transformed into testimony? Do you need a 

reclamation of joy?  How is joy a form of 

resistance?  José Humphreys is a native New 

Yorker, social worker, consultant and Lead 

Collaborator at Mosaic Collaborative, LLC. 

Wednesday, February 17, 12:30pm: “Love 

Never Leaves” by Kelly Ann Hall. 

Poet Kelly Ann Hall’s adaptation of Psalm 62,  

a song of trust in God alone.  
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SMALL BITES:  

FAITH & BITE-SIZED FILMS 

All members of Faith are invited to the quarterly 

meeting of the Baltimore-Washington Area 

Reconciling United Methodists (BWARM) on 

Saturday, February 13th at 10 AM via Zoom.  

BWARM members come from United Methodist 

churches from across the Baltimore-Washington 

Conference.  Some are members of reconciling 

congregations, but many are not.   Made up of 

LGBTQIA+ and straight people,  BWARM members 

seek to affirm lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender people and ensure the full 

participation of people of all sexual orientations 

and gender identities in the ministry and life of the 

United Methodist Church.  Anyone interested in 

helping Faith and the greater UMC be more 

reconciling and inclusive would enjoy and be 

inspired by these quarterly meetings.  Click on this 

link to register for the February 13, 10 AM 

meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/

register/

tZ0vdOiqrD8oHtFkYobjR_2V9RxBBVig64_0. 

After registering, individuals will receive a 

confirmation email containing information about 

joining the meeting via Zoom. 

BWARM ZOOM MEETING 

FEBRUARY 13TH AT 10 A.M. 

mailto:gdawson@faithworkshere.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82811711580?pwd=VlFROWtQK1Z6WFFZY1BSRnJuTUdsZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82811711580?pwd=VlFROWtQK1Z6WFFZY1BSRnJuTUdsZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82811711580?pwd=VlFROWtQK1Z6WFFZY1BSRnJuTUdsZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82811711580?pwd=VlFROWtQK1Z6WFFZY1BSRnJuTUdsZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vdOiqrD8oHtFkYobjR_2V9RxBBVig64_0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vdOiqrD8oHtFkYobjR_2V9RxBBVig64_0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vdOiqrD8oHtFkYobjR_2V9RxBBVig64_0


Help us decide which date(s): Thursdays at 6pm and/or Fridays at 

12pm beginning February 18 

The Sermon on the Mount is the centerpoint of Jesus’ teaching 

during his active ministry.  Throughout Lent, our congregational 

study, "We Make the Road by Walking" will focus on this set of 

teachings. Knowing that we all learn in different ways and all have 

different availability, Pastor Laura is offering a focused study 

based on Amy-Jill Levine’s book, Sermon on the Mount, a Beginners 

Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven (ISBN 978-1501899898). 

Dr. Levine is professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies and 

the Mary Jane Werthan Professor of Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School and the College of Arts and 

Sciences. The 6 session study includes a book and video. 

We’ll meet via ZOOM on Thursday evenings at 6 p.m. and/or Fridays at Noon beginning February 18.  (We 

may drop to one offering time based on response.)   

Purchase the book on your own or you can purchase one from the Church Office.  Contact Gina Dawson at 

gdawson@faithworkshere.com to sign up and choose which day works best for you. 
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 LENT STUDY WITH PASTOR LAURA: THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 

 LENT STUDY WITH JOSEF SORRELLS 

 REIMAGINING THE CROSS: A LIBERATING JOURNEY TOWARDS 

Help us choose a date: Tuesdays or Fridays at 7pm starting the week of February 21st 

Reimagining the Cross: A Liberating Journey Towards Easter is a powerful and life changing 6 - week 

virtual conversation and study opportunity for discovery, reflection, and liberation as we focus on 

how the gospel of Jesus' cross might be revealed to us today in relation with those impacted by 

injustices, oppression, and racism. This study will engage biblical passages and commentaries, the 

book The Cross and the Lynching Tree by James Cone, and music to reimagine the liberation of the 

cross and the biblical call for social change and justice. Don’t be 

afraid, journey with us weekly as we discover, reflect, and find 

liberation in the gospel of Jesus' cross. All AGES ARE 

WELCOME! 

Josef is our Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministry.  Purchase 

the book on your own or you can purchase one from the Church 

Office.  Contact Gina Dawson at gdawson@faithworkshere.com 

to sign up and choose which day works best for you. 

mailto:gdawson@faithworkshere.com
mailto:gdawson@faithworkshere.com


Few would dispute that the COVID

-19 pandemic is a defining event for 

our time.  Most of us know 

someone who has had COVID-19, 

whether it be a family member, 

friend, colleague, friend of a friend, 

or some more distant 

acquaintance. Some of us are 

grieving for people who died from 

the disease. Others are grieving the 

inhumanity of not being able to see 

or touch our loved ones, visit them 

in the hospital, or help them with 

their everyday burdens. Until now, 

there was little one could do to 

protect oneself, apart from tried-

and-true public health measures 

that include social distancing, 

wearing a mask, and washing one’s 

hands religiously. Now, however, 

two COVID-19 vaccines have 

obtained FDA authorization for use 

and are becoming available to the 

general public.  The results from 

more vaccine trials, using different 

strategies to target the virus that 

causes COVID-19, are slated to be 

released in the near future, 

providing hope that additional 

vaccines will become available 

soon. Despite the current vaccine 

shortages while the manufacturing 

ramps up sufficiently to meet the 

huge demand of our country and 

the entire world, we now have the 

hope that large scale vaccination 

leading to widespread immunity 

could get us back to a more normal 

state. 

So, should you get a vaccine and 

how can you get it? I am writing this 

as a long-time member of Faith 

United Methodist Church and as a 

physician. As soon as I could, I 

received my first dose and am 

eagerly awaiting the second one. In 

my family, 4 out of 4 doctors 

received their vaccines within the 

first week of availability and all of 

my healthcare provider friends 

have gotten at least their first dose. 

We are all waiting anxiously for 

vaccines to become available to our 

families. As I write this, I am 

watching the Vice President 

receive her second vaccination at 

the NIH. 

The benefits of the two current 

vaccines are clear – clinical trials 

showed 95% efficacy in preventing 

symptomatic COVID-19 infections, 

and even greater effectiveness in 

preventing severe disease and 

death. By now, millions of people 

have safely received one or both 

doses.  As with every intervention, 

however, there are some risks. 

There have been rare reports of 

people having severe allergic 

reactions (anaphylactic reactions) 

that have required medical 

intervention, but these are 

exceedingly uncommon and thus 

far have always been successfully 

treated (that’s why you need to 

stick around for 
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 COVID-19 VACCINATION IS HERE! 

“SO, SHOULD YOU GET A VACCINE AND 
HOW CAN YOU  GET IT?” 



observation after receiving your 

injection). Side effects are mainly 

limited to the local injection site 

(pain, redness, rash), although some 

people have experienced more 

systemic symptoms such as fatigue, 

headaches, muscle or joint pains, 

chills, nausea or vomiting, and 

fevers. I only experienced arm pain 

and a mild rash in response to my 

vaccination. It is important to know 

that you cannot catch COVID-19 

from the vaccine. The current 

vaccines are based on mRNA, which 

tells the body to make a protein 

found on the surface of the virus 

and thus causes the body to mount 

an immune response. The vaccines 

do not contain the virus itself. The 

immune response protects against 

future infection. We don’t yet know 

if immunization will prevent people  

 

asymptomatic carriers, with the 

possibility of infecting others. So, 

while the disease is ongoing in the 

community, it is very important to 

continue the public health 

measures such as wearing masks 

and social distancing. 

How can you get a vaccine? The 

vaccine roll-out has been slow, 

proceeding in stages that started 

with frontline healthcare providers 

and moving progressively to 

vulnerable people and other high  

 

risk individuals.  The Montgomery 

County Health Department site 

(https://

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/

covid19/vaccine/

index.html#priority-groups) has a 

good summary of who is eligible, 

along with links to pre-register for 

when vaccines become available to 

their eligibility groups. The county 

can also be reached at 240 777-

1755.  Local supermarkets and 

hospitals are also starting to offer 

vaccines to the public; you can find 

out which ones are near you if you 

enter your zip code in the following 

Maryland State site (https://

coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/

vaccine). There are phone numbers 

on the website as well as links -e.g., 

Giant in Gaithersburg (301 208-

8204) and Shady Grove Adventist 

Hospital (240 826-4636). More 

sites are opening up for vaccination 

each day, so check back frequently. 

I strongly urge everyone to pre-

register as soon as your group is 

eligible (and anyone over 65 can 

pre-register now). Don’t be 

discouraged if you don’t get an 

appointment right away, vaccine 

supply is limited but increasing 

rapidly. 

In summary, this is a time of hope 

for getting past the COVID-19 

pandemic. Vaccination is a critical 

component of the strategy to reach 

this goal. But, remember to also 

continue the tried-and-true public 

health measures of social 

distancing, wearing masks, and 

hand washing. Getting past the 

pandemic will require work and all 

of us doing our part. I’d be happy to 

answer any questions I can – my 

email is below. 

Eva Szabo, MD 
evaszabomd@gmail.com 
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Feb. 2 Bob Bowles 

Valerie Kunsman 

Feb. 4 Dee Frisby 

Nathan Springer 

Feb. 8 Clark Readler 

Feb. 9 Nick Finamore 

Kathryn Powell 

Feb. 13 Bridget Buel 

Andre Coleman 

Jacqueline Kelly 

Feb. 16 Natalie Larkin 

Feb. 18 Kristen Wayne 

Peg Wright 

Feb. 20 Kristina Savell 

Feb. 23 Gertrude Ryan 

Feb. 24 Jim Angel 

Feb. 27 Ed Haller 

Bill Jones 

Feb. 28 Fred Phillips-Patrick 

Feb. 17 Bernardo and Krista Baptista 
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Bill and Carol Benson welcomed their grandson,  Wesley Alexander 

Benson! He was born on Wednesday, January 23rd and weighed  8 lbs. 

3 oz.  Wesley is the son of  parents, Brian and Sarah Benson. 

 NEW BABY! 

For many years, Faith has made pre-paid grocery 

cards available for purchase to members of our 

congregation. Through a special fundraising 

program with Giant, the church is able to purchase the cards at a small 

discount and sell them for face value, keeping the difference.  Over the 

years, this fundraiser has supported the youth mission trip, funded a new 

refrigerator for our kitchen and new furniture for our youth rooms.  We 

still have cards available in $50 and $100 denominations.  If you are 

interested in purchasing grocery cards, please contact Jan Spencer,  

jspencer@faithworkshere.com and she will work out the details with 

you.  Thanks for continuing to support this ministry! 

 GIANT GROCERY CARDS 

mailto:jspencer@faithworkshere.com

