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SCRIPTURE: Mark 9:38-50 
38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone[a] casting out demons in your name, and 

we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop 

him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to 

speak evil of me. 40 Whoever is not against us is for us. 41 For truly I tell you, whoever 

gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means 

lose the reward. 

Temptations to Sin 
42 “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, 

it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were 

thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you 

to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 

45 And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame 

than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to 

stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than 

to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48 where their worm never dies, and the fire 

is never quenched. 
49 “For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, 

how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A38-50&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24573a
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Good morning! 

The scripture for this week made me think about an adorable little girl whose family 

dubbed her, “Chatice.” She earned that nickname because she was loquacious, verbose, 

a chatterbox.  According to one of her favorite aunts when Chatice was young, she loved 

to start conversations with the question: “You know what?” 

If you haven’t figured it out… Chatice’s real name is Janice. But it might as well be the 

Apostle John.  

John starts today’s scripture with a Chatice mentality. In fact, the disciples often 

demonstrate that attitude in the Book of Mark. According to the New-Pastor-Janice-

Version of the text… John says to Jesus: “Teacher, you know what?  We saw someone 

casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not 

following us.” 

Immaturity. 

Petty. 

Childish 

In Crowd. 

Cliquish. 

If you are a parent or have dealt with children in anyway, you know exactly how Jesus 

felt when He responded to John. Our Lord has been preparing the disciples for his great 

suffering, death, and resurrection.  Back in Chapter 8, Jesus had to rebuke Peter because 

he still didn’t understand (even after Peter speaks out loud for the very first time that 

Jesus is the Messiah) the disciples still don’t understand that Jesus must die.  

Jesus continues to teach and the disciples continue to miss the point. 

Here again in the 9th chapter the Apostle John is the spokesman for the dense disciples. 

This is what Jesus says to them… “whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, 

whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by 

NO MEANS lose the reward.  Don’t be a stumbling block before one of these little ones.” 

  

Jesus’ focus from this point in Mark is getting the disciples ready. Preparing the disciples 

for his death and their assignments afterward. In the Book of Mark there is only one 

miracle after this point. Jesus focuses on his Disciples getting ready for the struggle and 

suffering that Jesus has to endure.  He wants them to understand discipleship is not 

about miracles and allure and glory. The problem with discipleship is it is not just turning 

water into wine at a wedding in Cana  and raising the dead. 
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When you walk by faith with God, discipleship is not always hymns and harmony (say 

amen Michael) there will be some experiences you will not want to go through.  Jesus is 

telling the disciples of Faith United Methodist Church this morning… You all have to be 

prepared that the road is going to take us through some storms, struggles, trials, dark 

days and long nights.  This discipleship thing is not all about halos and stained glass 

windows. 

 

There is indeed a bright side of the discipleship.  When your prayers are answered and 

cancer is beat back 

When you lift your concerns to the Lord and hearts are mended and families are healed.  

The bright side of discipleship is when you have more joys than concerns. The bright 

side of discipleship when your spouse or your children find jobs after being out of work 

for a long time. YES!, we all love the bright side of discipleship.  

But the problem with discipleship is every day is not rosy. 

No matter how lovely you sing in the choir. No matter how many people you pray for 

during the week.  

No matter how many times you don’t let that four letter word slip. (haha… I threw that 

in for another congregation… not Faith) 

No matter how many people you pray for each week.  

It is not all sugar and spice and everything nice. 

 

But don’t you like the scripture that says: He works all things together for my good. 

I know I love the faith that says… when I pray, God hears and answers. 

I love my God who makes a way out of no way. 

I love the bright side of discipleship. 

 

But before you get too upset with the Apostle John… I would venture to guess most of 

us have a little of John in us. We are alright with the bright side of discipleship. But there 

is something in our spirit that struggles with those difficult days and those hard 

moments of being a disciple. There is something that just doesn’t sit well when we 

realize that being a Christian is not always hallelujah and thank you Jesus.  

There are days when we just get it wrong. When the way we do it here at Faith UMC is 

the only right way to worship and those other United Methodist Churches are not doing 



The Problem with Discipleship  Mark 9:38-50   September 26, 2021 

Janice Harmon, Minister of Care, Connection and Inter Gen Nurture 4 

it right. (Like us.) This is the way you worship. This is the right kind of music. This is the 

way we dress. This is the correct way to shout!☺  

 

You know what Jesus? They are not worshipping or caring for their neighbor the way we 

do it in this disciple clique.  

 

You know the problem with discipleship? Something inside of me struggles to accept 

that there may be more than one way to glorify God. 

Isn’t that the Apostle’s problem?  John, the one Jesus loved.  

Can you believe the Disciples stop someone from casting out a demon in Jesus name?!? 

What if the way I love looks different than the way you love? 

What if I cast out demons by wrapping me arms around the “unclean” and I rock them 

gently in Jesus name? 

Should disciples be a stumbling block for me? 

Cut that out they say! 

That’s not the way to love! 

That’s not who you should love. 

Jesus responds: “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who 

believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your 

neck and you were thrown into the sea.”  

 

Get out of the way of the new believers (these little ones) who are loving in my name. 

It doesn’t matter that we have walked with the Lord for years and years and think we 

understand the way of Jesus. These little ones who are loving and exorcising demons: 

Demons of sexism. 

Demons of racism. 

Demons of injustice of any kind and incrementalism. 

 

Do not place a stumbling block in their way.  

Even before the church was established at Pentecost… the old heads have not 

understood that loving Jesus and our neighbor is our primary responsibility. 

 

Another problem with discipleship is remembering that Jesus is the way, the truth and 

the light…  
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The way does not belong to us!  

 

As I get ready to close, Jesus offers a final instruction when He says: “Salt is good; but if 

salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace 

with one another.” 

 

Salt, of course, cannot lose its saltiness, but the purity of salt varies. Salt harvested from 

the Dead Sea, in particular, grows increasingly stale because of the impurities. If the salt 

is mixed with too many other minerals, the taste will become so diluted it will be 

useless. The disciples risk this when they allow the values of the world, like clique-

ishness, love of authority, power and position, to suppress the purified saltiness that 

God desires. 

 

Jesus' last phrase brings us back around to the verse just before our text when the 

disciples are arguing about which of them is the greatest. While they are worried about 

their position in Jesus' kingdom, He is concerned with the church reaching new believers 

and the sacrifices required for obedience. 

 

The other gospels of Matthew and Luke add that the un-salty will be thrown out and 

trampled on, which is basically what the disciples wanted to do to the man who was 

exorcising demons in Jesus' name. Jesus explains that position and authority are not 

necessarily markers of how closely we follow Him. The ability to bring out the best in 

others and bring peace is a much better test. 

 

Be useful in the world. Be flavorful.  

 

I’m prayerful that you will heed Jesus instruction this week. Do not cause anyone to 

stumble because they don’t fit who you think the right crowd is.  If they are doing good 

in Jesus name who are you to say that they are not useful to God’s kingdom? Instead… 

be the salt you are called to be and we will not have to worry about the problem of 

discipleship.  Amen. 


