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ENOUGH TO KNOW 
 
SCRIPTURE: 
The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times 
13 As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, 
Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” 
2 “Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be 
left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 
3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, 
John and Andrew asked him privately,4 “Tell us, when will these things happen? 
And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?” 
5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you.6 Many will come in my 
name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. 7 When you hear of wars and 
rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still 
to come. 8 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There 
will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of 
birth pains. 
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Did you hear the scripture just read?  This is not an easy text or a light-hearted 

sermon. So I want you to be fully prepared. Apocalyptic Literature is not warm 

and fuzzy. Listen to verse two: 

2 “Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be 

left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 

 

Can you imagine if when you drove up to this building this morning every brick 

was on the ground?  Not only at our church but the church across the street and 

the police station, and the courthouse? I want you to also to be clear that every 

temple is not a physical edifice. 

 

One day the great buildings and structures of our lives will fall. The very things 

that we often trust and rely upon to give identity, meaning, purpose, and security 

will crumble. This is not a prediction of the future or a forecast of doom and 

gloom. It is just a statement of reality. Life changes, loved ones die, institutions 

fail, people disappoint, relationships break up, bodies get sick. In those moments 

the great stones of our temples are all thrown down. 

 

Each of us is a temple builder. We build all sorts of temples: personas, families, 

beliefs and opinions, institutions, roles, we build reputations, accomplishments, 

dreams, and hopes. We build temples with the idea that they will contain and 

support our lives. The problem is not in building temples but in expecting them to 

do and be more than they can.  

As a child my mother would say… “Janice, all the Gods have clay feet.” At first I 

did not understand what she meant. My mother was referring to the people we 

love and adore and ultimately the ones we put on pedestals  (that they all have 

clay feet).  And the same sentiment applies to the expectations we place in the 

building of temples. 
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Too often we confuse the structure for the content, (stretch your arms out) the 

place of divinity for the Divine. Stone upon stone we build our temples with the 

expectations, sometimes spoken and sometimes unconscious, that these great 

structures will provide ultimate meaning, impenetrable security, permanent 

order, and unchanging direction for our life and world. 

 

The temple in today’s gospel is more than just a building in Jerusalem, more than 

a place of worship. It was the center and anchor of Jewish life. It provided 

identity, structure, and meaning just like our temples of today.  

Let me clarify. Temples today include our places of worship, museums, court 

houses,  and police stations. There are monuments/temples like: Mt. Rushmore, 

the White House, the U.S. Capitol, Independence Hall in Philadelphia, State 

Legislatures, the World Trade Center. All temples. (pause)  

 

The disciples are impressed by the Temple in Jerusalem. They say, “Look, Teacher, 

what large stones and what large buildings!” They are, however, looking only on 

outward appearances and Jesus is not as impressed. This is his third and last visit 

to the temple. The first time, he went into the temple, “looked around at 

everything” (Mk. 11:11), and left. The second time he went in the temple he 

drove out the buyers and sellers, overturned the moneychangers’ tables, and left.  

(On this third visit Jesus was in conflict with the temple leaders. He sat in 

opposition to the temple treasury while a poor widow “put in everything she had, 

all she had to live on.” He leaves the temple for the last time and asks his 

disciples, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon 

another; all will be thrown down.” It’s not a threat or a forecast, just a statement 

of truth. One day it will happen. 

 

Regardless of how or when it comes about, the day our temple falls is the day our 

life and our world have forever been changed. It feels like the end of the world 
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and as if all is lost. In that day earthquakes shake the foundations on which we 

stand. There is no stability. Famine leaves us empty and denies us any sense of 

satisfaction. Wars divide and fragment the unity of our life and relationships. 

Other voices tempt us with easy answers and shallow explanations. This is not so 

much about the end of the world as it is about the end of the many worlds, 

temples, and great buildings we have created for ourselves. 

 

When the great buildings begin to shake the temptation is to shore up the 

foundation, add some mortar, make it stronger, put it all back together.  (Make it 

Great Again)  

That’s not what Jesus says to do. Our spiritual work in those days is to not be 

alarmed or afraid, but to be faithful and steadfast, to be watchful, present, and 

attentive. It is a time for patient waiting. 

 

The day our temple falls is much more about revelation than destruction. (I know 

this may sound a little esoteric… but I am prayerful the Holy Spirit is working in 

you) With every true revelation there is always a falling away. It is the falling away 

of illusion. Fallen temples hold before us a truth and reality about our self, life, or 

world that we have denied, ignored, forgotten, or simply refused to see. It is 

always a painful process to see our great buildings fall and be confronted by the 

reality and truth revealed in that fall. George Floyd’s murder was a revelation for 

so many. The events at the U.S. Capitol on January 6th were a revelation.  When 

children reject our values, it is a revelation. 

 

Fallen temples confront us, forcing us to decide between reality and illusion, 

between life and death. They ask us hard questions about where we put our trust.  

 

In this moment I want to pause. Because every word I have preached this 

moment has been about a universal view of this text. I have offered a word from 
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our shared human experiences. But I would be remiss if I did not share with you a 

voice from the margins. I would be careless if I did not share another view of this 

apocalyptic scripture. 

 

When I was younger and attended several Pentecostal and Baptist churches. This 

passage and others like it were greeted by joy and peace by the congregations.  

You ask, why would a passage that stirs such fear, also convey peace and 

security? I believe that the peace and security gleaned from this scripture 

literature resulted from the assumption that there was something better in the 

future than the present hardship lived by so many on the margins. 

 

Keep in mind that when Jesus says:, “Not one stone will be left … all will be 

thrown down.” He had said in the previous passages (from last week’s sermon) 

that this wondrous temple had been built off the sweat and exploitation of 

widows and the poor. It was for this reason that, although it looked magnificent 

and pure, it was truly decaying inside. Therefore, the destruction of this 

magnificent edifice might be troubling for those who want to maintain their place, 

power and prestige, but not so for the common faithful widow.  

 

I find it interesting that the disciples did not seem to internalize what Jesus had 

said about the widow and that temple. Instead they continue their exaltation of it. 

 

One of the challenges for us in the 21st century and living in one of the most 

affluent countries in the world, is that we cannot truly relate to what Jesus is 

saying. Jesus is suggesting that there is “sin” in our world and that a complete 

apocalyptic transformation is therefore required. The challenge for us is that “sin” 

has become a spiritual construction with no relevance to our real lives. However, 

for Jesus “sin” is very contextual — it means oppression and exploitation.  I don’t 

assume that in this worship service I am the lone person on the margins.  It is very 
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crowded on the edge of society.  It’s full of women and men; the very young and 

the old. We are the widow, orphan, migrant worker, and transgender.  

We live in trailer parks and small farms. Our children go to school with your 

children. We are in inner cities and renting in the suburbs. We live in cars, under 

bridges, in alleys, and in tents on city streets. We are opioid addicted and suffer 

PTSD.  

 

This is our sinful context. 

 

Therefore, the system that has been built from evil must be destroyed and made 

anew. 

 

This system might even include our churches and their institutions. Perhaps the 

fear that people experienced was not intended for all, as the destruction of 

buildings, cities and the society, would mostly affect the power brokers of the 

given society. This radical restructuring perhaps was meant to bring 

encouragement to the marginalized then and now and hope that the oppressive 

structures of society would be destroyed. 

 

Maybe this text is about justice. 

From my place on the margins there have been many stones thrown down. 

Stones that are universal to every life: cancer, care of a sick parent or child, 

miscarriage, and many others. But there have been stones that are particular to 

those on the margins. Those of us who experience racism and other isms.  

 

In my 20’s, I was an avid runner.  I remember all 5 feet, 110 lbs. of me running on 

a late summer afternoon along a quiet street in Lake Forest Illinois. A car full of 

young men began yelling behind me… ‘Nigger, where are you going? You better 

run, nigger!’  They shouted louder and louder and I could not see a place for me 



Mark 13:1-8 A Voice from the Margins Sunday, Nov. 14, 2021 

Janice Harmon, Minister of Care, Connection & Inter Gen Nurture 
 

7 

to get out of their way.  I didn’t know my way around this town since I visiting a 

friend for a week. I was scared-to-death. I felt sick to the stomach. They kept 

yelling… and driving slowly behind me. I kept running and praying for God’s 

protection.  

 

Finally, they sped off. Whooping and laughing. When they were out of sight I 

stopped, placed shaking hands on my knees and threw up, then I high-tailed in 

back to my friend’s house. I did not go out running anymore while I was in Illinois. 

 

All of my life I had heard stories from the people I loved describing how they were 

harassed or beaten by white men and white police officers.  I saw a car load of 

teenage boys jump out of a car and start beating up black boys right in front of 

their own house. We called the police and they did not investigate. It was just like 

nothing happened.  

 

There are many more stories I could tell from personal experience of individuals 

and institutions telling me and my family, church members, and schoolmates, that 

it was alright to treat us this way. 

 

Trust me the tearing down of temples/institutions looks different from the 

margins of society.  How you hear “Black Lives Matter” depends upon whether 

you were in the car or on the street alone.  Or if you are jogging like Ahmaud 

Arbery, a 25-year-old Black man, who was shot and killed two years-ago in a 

suburban Georgia town.  

 

The dismantling of the temple; the throwing down of stones looks different from 

that vantage. This radical restructuring perhaps was meant to bring 

encouragement to the marginalized then and now and hope that the oppressive 

structures of society would be destroyed. 
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What were the structures or temples that surrounded the young men who yelled 

and screamed at me? Who were the families and churches and schoolmates and 

teachers that ignored and/or encouraged their thoughts and behaviors? 

 

Remember that Jesus said things will be difficult: “For nation will rise against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; 

there will be famines.”  For the marginalized this chaos is experienced both on a 

micro and macro level.  We are burdened by the chaos in our larger world, and in 

our individual sinful and oppressive realities.  

 

But in the midst of this apparent chaos and destruction, Jesus brings words of 

hope: “This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.” It is easy to forget that the 

narrative does not end with gloom and doom. Although too often this narrative 

has been used to portray a hopeless and catastrophic situation, in reality, Jesus 

seems to be speaking about a hopeful and salvific future. We all know, and some 

have experienced, the physical pain that women endure while giving birth. 

However, after the most powerful forces of pain take place, birth is the result, and 

the new life is then celebrated. 

 

Therefore, it seems that the apocalyptic words of Jesus were meant to bring a 

message of hope especially to the subjugated of his society and ours. The changes 

will be radical and disruptive to the status quo. The structures that will collapse 

might not be physical ones, they might be the stones and walls that have kept and 

continue to keep women, gay, lesbian, transgender, and differently abled 

individuals as well as people of color from fully realizing our God-given potentials. 

In our current era and political context, in which some are trying to reverse the 

progress that has already been made, the words of Jesus should bring comfort to 

the church and especially to those who have been kept marginalized. 
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Fallen temples are not about loss and destruction but about birth and 

creation. Our God is the God of life not death, the God of creation and revelation, 

not destruction. Jesus already conquered death. Every moment of every day new 

life is being created and given to us. 

So as I bring this preaching moment to a close I wonder: 

• What temples of your life are falling or need to fall? 

• What new truth or reality is being shown to you? 

• What will you put your trust in? The temples we have built or the God of 

hope? 

• How might our God be creating and birthing new life in you, this 

congregation, and the world? 

 

May the words of my mouth be wholly acceptable in your sight. My Rock and 

Redeemer. 

 

AMEN.  


