
Christianity is a lifestyle—a way of 

being in the world that is simple,  

non-violent, shared, and loving. 

However, we made it into an 

established “religion” (and all that 

goes with that) and avoided the 

lifestyle change itself. One could be 

warlike, greedy, racist, selfish, and 

vain in most of Christian history, and 

still believe that Jesus is one’s 

“personal Lord and Savior” or 

continue to receive Sacraments in 

good standing. The world has no 

time for such silliness anymore. The 

suffering on Earth is too great.” 

Fr. Richard Rohr, from Center for 

Action and Contemplation 

teaching,  

Gospel Call for 

Compassionate Action: Bias 

from the Bottom 

“The world has no time for 

such silliness anymore. The 

suffering on Earth is too 

great.” That line keeps 

echoing in my heart. 

We have made a lot of 

adjustments in the past year 

of pandemic restrictions. We’ve 

learned to be content in our 

homes more. We’ve lived with 

fewer vacations, dinners eaten 

out, and trips to the store for 

whatever. We’ve sacrificed face-

to-face time with family and 

friends, and that has been hard, 

perhaps helping us value the hug, 

the handshake, the shared dinner 

table that much more. We’ve had 

to crunch our work lives and our 

school lives and our family lives 

under one roof. Our kids have had 

to find different ways to learn and 

to play. 

One of the amazing adjustments 

that I have seen in action is how 

members of Faith have worked 

hard to be salt and light in a 

season that threatened to be dark 

and bland. We launched 6 small 

groups last Fall, and small groups 

are taking on projects of love and 

devotion, like welcoming new 

members or designing a prayer 

walk at the church. I get to see 

how you have connected with one 

another in new and unexpected 

ways. People are diving into 

scripture and into service in new 

ways. You’ve collected food and 

household items for those facing 

hunger and homelessness. Thank 

you. 

It is important not to candy coat 

our experience, though. Some of 

our Faith family are struggling 

with isolation. It has been hard to 

be home alone for so long. Our 

kids need time with friends in 

proximity (and so do we). We are 

longing for some return to 

normalcy.  

As more and more people are 

vaccinated, there will be ways 

that we return to “life as usual.” 

Praise God.  And we have the 

opportunity to pick up things we 

have missed, like live music in the 

sanctuary. We might be tempted 

to return to all the ways things 

had been.  But I really hope we 

will not. 

I hope we will take time to 

think about what we are 

learning in this time of 

separation. I hope we will 

take the time to think about 

what we are learning as our 

Earth groans with health and 

wealth disparities.  I hope 

that we will take time to 

appreciate the ways that  
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technology has expanded our reach and made it easier to 

gather for conversations and connections that help us grow.  

It is my prayer that in coming months, the church council will 

consider Faith’s reason for being. We are the body of Christ, 

called to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. We get to choose the ways we 

will reach our community. We get to focus on how we will 

put our many gifts to work to share light and salt.  

The work of discerning is the work of prayer. Here are some 

things I ask you to pray about in the month to come: 

Where is new life springing forth around Faith? 

What have you learned or experienced in this season that 

you might share with the community? 

How does our past inform our future? 

How might our property serve the needs of the Rockville 

community? 

How can we best meet our neighbors? 

Come, Holy Spirit.  Lead us where our trust is without 

borders. Help us live deeply into a Christian lifestyle of 

simplicity, non-violence, sharing and love. Help us do justice, 

love kindness and walk humbly with God. 

May it be so. 

Amen. 

Pastor Laura 

If you are interested in the referenced teaching by Fr. Richard 

Rohr, find it here: (https://soundcloud.com/cacadmin/sets/gospel-

call-for-compassionate) 

FROM PASTOR LAURA (CONTINUED) 
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We thank Bill Jones for being the first Faith 

member to share their star word in 2021.  If you 

would like to share your experience, story, the 

impact of your star word, please contact Valerie 

at vkunsman@faithworkshere.com. 

CARING is my star 

word. I think caring 

starts with those 

closest to me – the 

most visible to me. 

My wife, my children 

and grandchildren.  I 

care about what 

happens to those I 

love.  I want to help 

them and do whatever I can to supply their 

needs and make their life good.  

As Janice and I have become involved in the 

churches we have joined, we have learned to 

care about these churches.  So I have served 

them by ushering, giving offerings, serving 

on committees and praying for the church,  

its leaders and the people of the church. 

The past year has expanded my feelings of 

caring to include people throughout the 

country and the world who are not as well 

off as I am.   Now over the last 12 months, 

both Janice and I have started to try to 

understand how we could help the less 

fortunate in Montgomery County.  We are 

working to help them through the church 

and direct contributions. 

So caring has enriched my life.    

Bill Jones 

CARING 

https://soundcloud.com/cacadmin/sets/gospel-call-for-compassionate
https://soundcloud.com/cacadmin/sets/gospel-call-for-compassionate
mailto:vkunsman@faithworkshere.com?subject=Star%20Word
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As Pastor Laura shared last week,  In Lent, we have the 

opportunity to explore our own hearts, our relationship with God, 

and our understanding of how we are called to the work of the Kin-

dom of God.  We have the opportunity to make a new commitment 

to walking in the footsteps of Jesus. 

As this year continues to be different from past observances 

of Lent and Holy Week, we ask that you embrace the  

sacredness of these rituals and commit to following Jesus 

knowing the hope of Easter is coming.  Below is a summary of 

activities and dates. Look for specific details in upcoming 

issues of What’s Working at Faith. We invite you to join us!  

 PALM SUNDAY AND HOLY WEEK 

Sunday, March 28    Palm Sunday              10:00 a.m. 

The worship service will be streamed similar to the 

normal Sunday worship service. You may access it 

from our website at faithworkshere.com at 10 a.m.  If 

you have not accessed our previous Sunday services, 

please find additional instructions in the March 26th 

issue of What’s Working at Faith. 

Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus’ arrival into 

Jerusalem to observe Passover. Riding on a donkey, he 

was enthusiastically greeted by crowds of people. 

Use the palm cross that was included in your “Lent in a 

Parcel” or choose a branch from your yard or 

neighborhood to wave as part of our palm 

processional. 

Thursday, April 1st Maundy Thursday      7:00 p.m. 

The worship service will also be streamed like the 

Palm Sunday and the normal Sunday worship services. 

You may access it from our website at 

faithworkshere.com at 7:00 p.m. If you have not 

accessed our previous Sunday services, please find 

additional instructions in the March 26th issue of 

What’s Working at Faith. 

Throughout this service, we remember the mandates 

(the commandments) that Jesus gives while gathered 

with his disciples in the upper room for the Passover.   

Friday, April 2nd         Good Friday  7:00 p.m. 

This worship service will be live using Zoom. 

Credentials will be published in the March 26th issue 

of What’s Working at Faith. 

Good Friday proclaims God's purpose of loving and 

redeeming the world even in the face of human 

rejection and cruelty through the cross of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ.  

Here’s the truth I wait for: Jesus of Nazareth was fully 

human and fully divine.  And God was able to turn death 

upside down for God’s son.  On this Good Friday, I sit in 

the shadows knowing that humanity is capable of horrible 

things.  And God is capable of things beyond my wildest 

imagination. ~ Pastor Laura 

Saturday, April 3rd Easter Egg Hunt  

Faith UMC will host an Easter Egg Hunt for families in 

on the church grounds. Time of the event has not been 

determined and further information that will include a 

link to register your family, will be published in an 

upcoming What’s Working at Faith.  Social distancing, 

contract tracing and wearing of masks will be required 

as we adhere to COVID protocols.   

Continued on page 4 
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Sunday, April 4          Easter 6:30 a.m. &  10:00 a.m. 

Faith UMC is providing two services.  A Sunrise 

worship service at 6:30 a.m. in the Chapel of the 

Woods will be offered observing COVID protocols.  If 

you are interested in attending this service, please 

click on this Sign Up Genius link.  There will be limited 

spaces as we are committed to adhering to COVID 

protocols to include masks, contact tracing and social 

distancing.   

“After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was 

dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 

see the tomb. “ (Matthew 28:1) 

 According to the United Methodist Church, Coming 

to worship on Easter Sunday at an hour and place 

different than we normally do, offers a sense that 

something unexpected has happened. Where there 

appeared to be no hope, there is now hope. Where there 

was death, there is now resurrection!  

The second service will be streamed. You may access it 

from our website at faithworkshere.com at 10:00 a.m.  

If you have not accessed our previous Sunday services, 

please find additional instructions in the March 26th 

issue of What’s Working at Faith. 

More details will be announced in the weekly What’s 

Working at Faith and on our website! 
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 EASTER LILIES  

Lilies have been seen 

in art and literature as 

symbols of purity for 

centuries. According 

to the Getty Museum, 

the white lily 

represented 

chastity in 

Renaissance 

manuscripts. Artists 

as early as the 

1400s depicted lilies 

alongside the Virgin Mary. Paintings showing 

the Annunciation often include the Angel 

Gabriel holding a sheaf of lilies.  

One of the ways we celebrate the joyous 

resurrection of our Lord and Savior is to adorn 

the church with Easter flowers. The display of 

these beautiful plants reminds us of the new 

life given to us through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. This year a limited number of 

Easter lilies will be available. The plants will be 

featured in the streamed Easter Sunday 

worship service and then placed around our 

outdoor sign. If you would like to sponsor a lily 

in memory or honor of loved ones, the 

donation is $15. Those honored and 

memorialized will be named in the Easter 

bulletin. The donor may pick up the plants 

following Easter. 

In celebration of Easter, the Faith UMC Church 

Council has designated A Wider Circle as the 

recipient for donations in lieu of an Easter lily.  

“A Wider Circle provides basic need items to 

individuals and families transitioning out of 

homelessness, fleeing domestic abuse, or 

otherwise living without the essentials of life. 

There is a sentiment in our country that if 

people have nothing, they should be happy to 

get anything. We do not see it that way. We 

believe that if people have nothing, they have 

already gotten the worst in life. Now, it is time 

to give them the best. ”   Continued on page 5 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DA4AF2BA7F85-easter
https://www.umc.org/en/content/a-look-at-easter-traditions-around-the-world
https://www.faithworkshere.com/
http://awidercircle.org/basicneeditems/
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 EASTER LILIES  

Raising A Village Foundation (RAV) provides high-quality intervention 
programs and community resources to children, youth, and families in the 
areas of education, health and wellness, and the arts in the District of 
Columbia. They continue to expand their virtual afterschool tutoring 
programs, and they are looking for volunteer virtual tutors. If you want to make a difference in a child’s life, and 
would like to know more, email kathleen.king@uwalumni.com for more information. You can also volunteer 
directly at https://raisingavillage.org/volunteer.  And thank you to those of you who are already volunteering! 

If you are interested in either an Easter lily ($15) or making a contribution to A Wider 

Circle, please follow the instructions below. 

To pay electronically, please complete these two steps.  

1) Please go to our website beginning tomorrow (Tuesday, March 2nd). Click on the “Give” blue button at the 

top right-hand corner and then click on the “Give Online” blue button.  Choose the  option of Easter lily or     

A Wider Circle.   

2) Click on this link to enter your contact information and to designate “in honor of” or “in memory of” 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DA4AF2BA7F85-incelebration 

 

To pay by check, please complete the below form with a check payable to Faith UMC and return to the 

church office before Monday, March 29th.  

In celebration of Easter, here is my/our donation that includes a check. 

Is this donation for:    ❑ an Easter lily ($15)    OR  ❑ A Wider Circle  

 

Your name: 

 

Phone number: 

      

Email address: 

 

In honor of: 

 

In memory of: 

 

If I sponsored an Easter lily, I will pick up the plant following Easter:  ❑ Yes     ❑ No 

mailto:kathleen.king@uwalumni.com
https://raisingavillage.org/volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DA4AF2BA7F85-incelebration
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Greetings! Many of you know me as the director of 

Bells of Faith, or perhaps as Chair of Church Council, or 

as a liturgist for some of our online services.  But you 

may not know about my participation in one of Faith’s 

small groups: The Anti-Racism Care Group. I joined the 

group thinking that while I did not consider myself a 

racist, I could still learn more about the topic. I knew 

that I was horrified by the violence against people of 

color in this country, but I didn’t know what to do about 

it. So, I joined the Anti-Racism Care Group. 

I grew up in a small town in Iowa and my first 

acquaintance who was not a White Protestant, was 

someone I met when I went to college. My friend, who 

is Black, gleefully called himself an “oreo.” We all 

laughed with him at the time. I have learned that label is 

not a laughing matter. I have learned that Black and 

Brown people trying to assimilate to White culture is 

part of the problem. 

Through discussions in our small group, I have learned 

that I know nothing about the Black experience in the 

United States. I thought I knew, but I was wrong. For 

example, it is difficult for People of Color to get a 

mortgage to buy a house, or a loan to start a business. 

People of Color have historically been prevented from 

activities that would allow them to realize the 

American dream. Activities that would allow them to 

build equity, to save money to send their children to 

college, or to educate themselves as adults. Progress 

has been made, but there are still obstacles many deal 

with every day. A quick Google search indicates that 

there are still problems with unfair lending practices 

despite legislation now prohibiting such discrimination. 

In our group, I also learned more about public school 

funding. I had a hazy idea about this issue but had not 

acted upon that knowledge. Public schools that provide 

a free education to the majority of American children 

are not funded equally. The result is that majority 

Black/Brown schools are far inferior to majority White 

schools. The children who manage to learn in these 

inferior schools and pull themselves out of poverty are 

truly remarkable individuals. I learned that there are 

many obstacles in their paths, some obvious and some 

invisible. I learned that inferior schools have long been 

an issue and learned that this problem has not gone 

away. 

I am still learning. Our Anti-Racist Care group is 

investigating concrete steps we can take to help rectify 

the problems we see in our own community. With the 

Gaithersburg Beloved Community Initiative as our 

guide, we are investigating opportunities to volunteer 

and support perhaps even one nearby school. Perhaps 

we can provide assistance to an elementary school that 

educates majority Black/Brown students with few 

resources. I learned that despite the obvious wealth in 

our community, there are still issues of inequality. 

There are still children going hungry, and children not 

learning how to read.  

Proverbs 31:8-9 says, “Speak up for those who cannot 

speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are 

destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights 

of the poor and needy.” It is in God’s name that we must 

do so. 

We would love to welcome more people to work with 

us through our journey so that our small group 

becomes a larger group.  Educational resources are 

available on our newly revamped Faith website.  After 

Easter we hope to provide an outlet for people to learn 

more about these inequities in our own community. We 

hope to do something about it. 

Nancy Kuhn 

I AM STILL LEARNING 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xuN1zbEOhrIC3v0Zpd1RJCr_kLJlfayLxwar4ocieAA/edit
https://www.faithworkshere.com/loamon-racial-justice
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Six-Week Study with Gina Dawson, Thursdays at 

7:00pm beginning April 15 

Simon Peter was an ordinary fisherman who heard an 

extraordinary call.  He was not rich or educated, but 

was familiar with hard work.  He was quick-tempered 

and impetuous, but possessed a passion that would 

change the world.  He left everything to follow his 

teacher, yet struggled with doubt and fear.  We will be 

joining Adam Hamilton in this six-week journey, and 

take an in-depth dive into the life, faith and character 

of Simon Peter with videos from the Holy Land.   

Purchase the book by Adam Hamilton, Simon Peter: Flawed but Faithful Disciple (hardcover or Kindle).  And sign up 

with Gina Dawson at gdawson@faithworkshere.com to receive the Zoom information. 

SIMON PETER: FLAWED BUT FAITHFUL DISCIPLE 

SMALL BITES: FAITH & BITE-SIZED FILMS 

Join us every other Wednesday over your lunch 

break as we watch and ponder a short film followed 

by a 15-20 minute discussion.  Will you join with 

others in this Small Bite of time, opening ourselves to 

God’s work of transformation?    

Here is March’s schedule.  Mark your calendar and 

watch for the link again in What’s Working at Faith on 

Fridays.  Questions?  Contact Gina Dawson at 

gdawson@faithworkshere.com.  

Join via Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/82811711580?

pwd=VlFROWtQK1Z6WFFZY1BSRnJuTUdsZz09.  

Wednesday, March 3, 12:30pm: “Lent and Dying to Yourself” with Diana Butler Bass. 

Author and historian Diana Butler Bass talks about Lent and dying to yourself. She holds a Ph.D. in religious studies 

from Duke University and is the author of eight books. 

Wednesday, March 17, 12:30pm: “Kingdom Wine” with Brian Zahnd. 

How are we to be Christian in this American empire. Brian Zahnd on journey from grape juice to wine.  

Wednesday, March 31, 12:30pm: “Stranger” from Restoration Village Arts. 

From Romans 12: If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If your enemies are thirsty, give them something to drink. 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good."  

mailto:gdawson@faithworkshere.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82811711580?pwd=VlFROWtQK1Z6WFFZY1BSRnJuTUdsZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82811711580?pwd=VlFROWtQK1Z6WFFZY1BSRnJuTUdsZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82811711580?pwd=VlFROWtQK1Z6WFFZY1BSRnJuTUdsZz09
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Why does 

representation 

matter? 

On the one hand, my 

entrance into the 

world of music, and 

the world of church 

music, would suggest 

that the answer was 

that representation 

did not matter.  I just 

wanted to sing, make 

music, play the organ, and get to the top of the 

metaphorical ladder to be able to turn and help others 

climbing a similar journey.  

The other day, I had the opportunity to speak with Dr. 

Barbara Baker, a composer, arranger, retired music 

educator, and choral director living in Prince George’s 

County. She and I had met in the early 1990s when a 

piece she arranged was being taught at a private 

school where I was an accompanist. She showed those 

students joy, love, and the art of singing in the gospel 

style; she gave me pointers to be more in that style 

from the piano bench as well.  

Our recent conversation was about that same piece of 

music, The Storm Is Passing Over, a hymn by Charles 

Tindley that she had researched and arranged. One of 

the ensembles from Strathmore Children’s Chorus is 

learning it for their virtual concert May 23 (details to 

come), and bringing her on to speak with the 

choristers I teach was just as moving and 

important for them as it was for sixth-

grade students nearly 30 years ago. 

“I believe this life of music, this life of 

being a black woman in a career field and 

at a time when both of those aspects of 

my identity were disadvantages, these 

required courage and perseverance,” Dr. 

Baker told my students. “Winston 

Churchill once said that if you find 

yourself in hell, keep moving.  When you find obstacles 

in your path to doing what you are driven to do, keep 

going. That takes courage. It also takes courage to 

know that some of the conflicts and some of the 

battles you meet along the way are best ignored, or 

not to detract you from your work or your goal.” 

As we at Faith continue to work through virtual choir, 

video conference and “live-stream” worship, and as we 

continue to work to build our church as a place for all 

in our community, we see that vaccines against the 

pandemic of covid19 have been approved and injected 

in millions of Americans. But whether you hear it on 

NPR, read the research from the Brookings Institute, 

or you start down a path of scholarly research with 

this article from the International Small Business 

Journal, these impacts parallel centuries of challenges 

the classical music of Western Art History have had on 

women.   

We are fortunate to be turning that tide in our United 

Methodist Hymnal and with our music ministries here 

in Rockville. The hymns we lead from our little red 

book this month will feature either writers, 

composers, or arrangers who are women: Verolga Nix, 

Fanny J. Crosby, Elise S. Eslinger, Karen Lafferty, 

Sarah F. Adams, Natalie Sleeth, Kathleen Thomerson, 

Linda Wilberger Egan, Eliza C. Hewitt and Emily D. 

Wilson, and more. Our virtual choir anthems will 

feature living women composers I have had 

opportunity to meet in recent years, a way to ensure 

that we are not just celebrating women in music, but  

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Continued on page 9 

Karen Lafferty, Verolga Nix and Linda Wilberger Egan 
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to see that living composers continue to 

add new sounds and their point of view to 

the great pantheon of our church music 

canon. Does representation matter? 

Back to Dr. Baker and her Zoom 

conversation with my Strathmore 

choristers, Dr. Baker spoke of being that 

choral musician who favors choral music 

with religious texts for the poetry and 

writing. She said: “They speak to me as a 

human being, but also as a leader, as a 

choir director, as a role model for children . 

. . You try to live the life you sing about.” 

Our Christian message and the purpose of 

our ministries is to invite everyone to 

God’s kingdom. We know that having a 

month of music by African-American 

composers and a month of music by 

women composers is only a first step to 

increasing representation in our music 

ministries so that people of all 

backgrounds, genders, and ethnicities can 

see themselves and hear something of 

their culture incorporated into who we are 

as Christ’s children and as Faith church. 

We also integrate music beyond Western 

Art History to include an increasing 

diversity of voices throughout the year.  

But representation matters as it shapes 

how peoples of all kinds are seen and how 

they see themselves. And we want them to 

know we are all God’s children. 

Michael Wu 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC (CONTINUED) 

On March 7, our anthem “O Love” takes George 

Matheson’s poetry from UMH #480 and provides a 

new musical setting by Elaine Hagenberg, a full-time 

composer with more than 50 commissioned works to 

her credit.  Describing her work, “O Love,” Hagenberg 

writes: “(T)his setting . . . uses hopeful ascending lines 

representing renewed faith. Though lingering 

dissonances remind us of past heartache, the 

beautiful promise remains: “morn shall tearless be.” * 

The ubiquitous spiritual, “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,” 

which we will contribute to worship March 14, was 

arranged by Alice Parker, an American composer, 

conductor, and teacher. Parker was a featured 

speaker at the national Chorus America Conference 

in Philadelphia in 2019; she spoke of the hope in this 

spiritual that she wanted to evoke in her 

arrangement, and she described her understanding of 

the music needing to take its time, to acknowledge 

with musical tension the arduous nature of our Christian journey, but 

sounds that emphasize the beauty that is all along the path in addition to 

the goal of that chariot “coming for to carry me home.” 

Melissa Dunphy, born to refugee parents and raised 

in Australia, immigrated to the United States in 2003, 

earned a Ph.D. in music composition from the 

University of Pennsylvania. She is an award-winning 

composer specializing in vocal, political, and 

theatrical music, a lecturer in composition at Rutgers 

University, and she and her husband own the Hannah 

Callowhill Stage, a new performance venue 

Philadelphia. Hear Dn unphy incorporate some of the 

sounds of her youth and her own adaptation of Ezekiel 36:26, God’s 

assurance that he will give us a new heart and a new spirit, taking away 

our hearts of stone and replacing them with hearts of flesh. We 

contribute “A New Heart” by Dunphy to worship March 21. 

On Palm Sunday March 28, our choir will contribute 

“Drop, Drop, Slow Tears” as set by Canadian composer 

and conductor Stephanie Martin. Martin serves as an 

associate professor of music at York University School 

of the Arts, Media, Performance and Design; director 

of Schola Magdalena, a women’s ensemble for chant, 

medieval and modern polyphony; conductor emeritus 

of Pax Christi Chorale, and past director of music at 

the historic church of Saint Mary Magdalene in Toronto. She gave her 

setting of “Drop, Drop, Slow Tears” free from her website, having 

composed it for her church choir in 2008. She sets Phineas Fletcher’s 

(1580-1650) “A Litany,” a prayer from the moment of Christ’s crucifixion.  

Continued from page 8 

(https://www.npr.org/2020/10/30/929402255/how-more-

women-than-men-are-being-impacted-by-the-recession),  

(https://www.brookings.edu/essay/why-has-covid-19-been-

especially-harmful-for-working-women/) 

(https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/

full/10.1177/0266242620949136) 

(taken from https://www.elainehagenberg,.com/o-love-satb, 

accessed February 23, 2021) 



This past month, the Young Adult Ministry at Faith United Methodist Church gathered virtually from 

college for a painting experience and conversation. Each month the Young Adult Ministry will host and 

provide an opportunity for young adults to gather virtually for moments of fellowship, discussion, and 

to catch up with one another. If you are interested in joining or being a part of the Young Adult 

Ministry, please contact the Young Adult Director, Josef Sorrells, jsorrells@faithworkshere.com.  
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 YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

 YOUTH MINISTRY 

It is with much joy and excitement that the Youth Ministry is happy to announce the officers for Faith 
United Methodist Church Youth Council (2021-2022)! 
 

President Molly Winchenbach 
Vice President Julia Evans  

Secretary Laura Moore  
Advocate Kristina Savell  

 
The Youth Ministry at Faith United Methodist Church is excited to begin the work that is inspired by 
the next generation of leaders and leading disciples of Christ. 

Bryce Machalek Josef Sorrells, Youth Ministry Director 

Adam Winchenbach Katie Spencer 

mailto:jsorrells@faithworkshere.com


CALLING ALL BELL-RINGERS! 

We share in Christian love and sympathy the passing of Faith 

UMC member, Louella “Lou” Marlin on Tuesday, Feb. 2. Her 

obituary can be found here: https://www.legacy.com/

obituaries/name/louella-marlin-obituary?pid=197818452  

MISSION WORK UPDATE 

The following are excerpts 

from the newsletter of Give Ye 

Them to Eat (GYTTT).  

We give  thanks for you and for 

your churches that raise up this 

ministry, pray for us. Many of 

you made donations in recent 

months and we feel such 

gratitude—you have no idea!   

January was the worst. COVID 

month in Puebla, Mexico and 

for Methodists, with some 

deaths.  

With irrigation, we have plots 

of corn, radishes, carrots, 

cilantro, as well as bananas and 

papaya.  We have 3 adult 

turkeys and 17 babies along 

with goats and chickens.  We 

are repairing roads and our 

water system. As part of trying 

to make the goat feed last 

longer, we have dug and are 

cementing a ground-silo—it’s a 

big project! 

We so hope you can be part of 

our ministry in person before 

too long. With fondness in 

Christ,  

Nan, Miguel and GYTTT staff 

www.gyttte.org 
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Thank you to all of you who have been 

faithful in ringing the Faith UMC bell each 

Tuesday evening for almost two months! We 

also thank Gary Clark, Bill Maas and Jay 

Moore for volunteering to support this effort 

each week! 

The bell at Faith United Methodist Church 

began its first toll Tuesday, January 12 at 6 

p.m. You hopefully have heard the bell at 

least on one occasion since then. Pastor 

Laura has encouraged you to come sit in the 

Memorial Garden, Chapel in the Woods, or 

even in your car in the parking lot to listen to 

the familiar sound of the tower bell and offer 

your own prayers.  

For the coming year, we at Faith United 

Methodist Church have committed to 

ring our bell each Tuesday at 6 p.m. while 

lighting the sanctuary.  This bell-ringing is a 

witness to honor the lives of those lost to the 

twin pandemics of COVID 19 and racism, 

unchecked violence and other diseases.   

We experienced an enthusiastic and 

immediate response of volunteers to ring the 

bell Tuesday evenings through mid-April.  

We are asking again for volunteers to ring 

the bell this Spring. While it only takes one 

person to ring, this is a great opportunity for 

families of all sizes, shapes and ages to share 

in a form of prayer.  And even if you are 

unable to sign up for a time, we encourage all 

members of Faith to set up a reminder and 

spend a moment in prayer on Tuesdays at 6 

p.m. 

You may choose a day to participate on Sign 

Up Genius found here: https://

www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C0D4DA4AF2BA7F85-bell.  (You will 

receive instructions after you choose a 

day.  Then the Monday before the Tuesday 

you chose, you will receive a reminder.) 

Join Nan on Thursday, March 

1st at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom as 

she will be sharing about the 

ministry in Puebla, Mexico. 

There will be time for 

questions and answers. Click 

here to register: https://

gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/

register/

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/louella-marlin-obituary?pid=197818452
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/louella-marlin-obituary?pid=197818452
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DA4AF2BA7F85-bell
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DA4AF2BA7F85-bell
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DA4AF2BA7F85-bell
https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwrdOqprDIvE9T7wOxbdIw5wOKDqaCJlUX7
https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwrdOqprDIvE9T7wOxbdIw5wOKDqaCJlUX7
https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwrdOqprDIvE9T7wOxbdIw5wOKDqaCJlUX7


AMAZONSMILE 

Faith UMC is now a 

participant in the 

AmazonSmile program 

which means that Amazon 

will donate to Faith 0.5% of 

the price of eligible 

purchases.  If you are an 

Amazon shopper, you can sign up to designate 

Faith as your AmazonSmile charity by clicking on 

the link below: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-

0797401.  Help Faith by signing up today!   

Once you've signed up for AmazonSmile, you need 

to login to Amazon differently in order for Faith to 

reap the rewards.  Login  to smile. Amazon.com 

(rather than amazon.com) so that Faith receives 

donations.  Using the Amazon app on your 

phone?  In that case, go into the app, click settings, 

select AmazonSmile and make sure the setting says 

"ON."  Questions, contact Jan Spencer  at  

jspencer@faithworkshere.com. 

A POSITIVE SIGN 

For many years, 

Faith has made pre-

paid grocery cards 

available for 

purchase to 

members of our 

congregation. 

Through a special fundraising program with Giant, the 

church is able to purchase the cards at a small 

discount and sell them for face value, keeping the 

difference.  Over the years, this fundraiser has 

supported the youth mission trip and funded a new 

refrigerator for our kitchen. We still have cards 

available in $50 and $100 denominations.  If you are 

interested in purchasing grocery cards, please contact 

Jan Spencer, and she will work out the details with 

you. Thanks for continuing to support this ministry! 

GIANT GROCERY CARDS 

COFFEE HOUR AND REVIEW OF 
2020 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Sunday, March 7th at 11:30 a.m. 

By now you should 

have received a 

copy of the Financial 

Year End report for 

2020 which updated 

you on the financial 

health of the 

church.  If you have 

questions or want to learn more, join the Finance 

Team for Zoom Coffee hour this coming Sunday.  Join 

us with a coffee and croissant or tea and toast!  

Watch for the Zoom credentials in the March 7th 

bulletin and in the March 5th What's Working at Faith 

email.  If by chance you did not receive your copy of 

the report in the mail, please contact Jan Spencer 

at jspencer@faithworkshere.com.  Hope to see you on 

the 7th.  
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It took us a while 

but we finally 

updated our sign to 

reflect that Rev. 

Laura Norvell is 

now Reverend Dr. 

Laura Norvell! 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=2SVY7AHPU4XBJ&M=urn:rtn:msg:202012031900080b62e2c053d74dd2ba585371b870p0na&R=1BUKNYZCJHJ8M&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F52-0797401%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=PEFWI1GKPOBAHYDKCUOFTTA31UCA&re
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=2SVY7AHPU4XBJ&M=urn:rtn:msg:202012031900080b62e2c053d74dd2ba585371b870p0na&R=1BUKNYZCJHJ8M&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F52-0797401%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=PEFWI1GKPOBAHYDKCUOFTTA31UCA&re
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
mailto:jspencer@faithworkshere.com
mailto:jspencer@faithworkshere.com


March 1 Adam Brand 

Bonnie Dunn 

Matthew Henley 

March 3 Karen Dipeppe 

Jamie Dobbs 

March 4 Kate Melia 

March 7 Bob Graves 

Sam Rankin 

March 8 Jordan Green 

March 10 Carol Bridgers 

Phil Isaacs 

Lori Summers 

Adam Winchenbach 

March 11 Warren Wright 

March 12 Ryan Harper 

Liz Parsan 

June Watts 

March 3 John & Shirley Fuscoe 

Gerane & John Sever 

March 29 Celina & Jake Schmidt 
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SPECIAL BIRTHDAY! 

Birthdays 

 

 

     Anniversaries 

March 13 Linda Bowles 

Nancy Skinner 

March 16 Lesley Avery 

March 17 Nicole Beisner 

March 18 Judy Beisner 

Jaime Hoffman 

March 19 Ellen Stanley 

March 21 Terrie Tuckman 

March 22 Elizabeth Huppmann 

March 24 Fiona Brand 

March 25 Bev Haass 

Lorena Savell 

March 26 Patti Beisner 

Mary Stark 

March 28 Debbie Spriggs 

March 29 Susan Keller 

Joe MacCormack 

Ms. Gertrude “Peg” Wright 

celebrated her 102nd birthday on 

February 18th!  In celebration of 

Peg’s birthday, five of her family 

members each donated $102 to 

Faith church in her honor.  Happy 

birthday Peg and thank you for 

encouraging your family to 

celebrate you in this special and 

generous way! She has reached a 

great milestone in her life and we 

wish her much joy and laughter. 

Upper Room Devotional Guide 
This daily devotional guide is available for March/April. Please 

stop by the Church and pick one up in the foyer or contact 

Valerie, vkunsman@faithworkshere.com to mail you one. Specify 

regular or large print. 


